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Gov. Evers Directs DNR to Reopen Several State Parks
and Forests with Special Conditions

MADISON — Gov. Tony Evers today directed the Department of Natural Resources to
re-open several state parks, forests, and recreational areas originally closed due to
unprecedented crowds and out of an abundance of caution to protect public health.

The DNR will reopen 34 state parks and forests on May 1, 2020 under special
conditions to help minimize overcrowding, allow for social distancing requirements, and
to promote a safe and enjoyable experience for staff and visitors.

“Outdoor recreation is important for both physical and mental health, and | know how
important it is to Wisconsinites to get outside and enjoy Wisconsin’s natural resources
and spring weather,” said Gov. Evers. “With a few adjustments, like closing one day a
week for maintenance and reduced hours of operation, folks should be able to get
outside and enjoy our parks safely and respectfully.”

“‘Amid the immense uncertainty of this crisis, we are very fortunate to have such
beautiful spaces in which to ease our minds and take care of ourselves,” Lt. Gov.
Mandela Barnes said. “I am glad that we are able to reopen these spaces with new
safety guidelines, so that people can enjoy our state parks and forests while we
continue to prioritize public health and safety.”

Here are the latest Wisconsin state park property updates:

ADMISSION REQUIRED STARTING MAY 1

e An annual park sticker and/or trail pass will be required to visit state parks and
trails.

e Annual stickers will be available for purchase with credit card by phone 8 a.m. — 3
p.m. seven days a week by calling toll free: 1-888-305-0398. We thank you in
advance for your patience as we may be experiencing heavy call volumes.

e Annual passes are NOT available for purchase at individual properties. Visitors
must have an annual admission sticker adhered to their vehicle or proof of
purchase for entry.
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e Once proof of purchase is shown, visitors must place proof of purchase on the
dash of the windshield while parked within the boundary of the property.
e The 2020 annual vehicle admission sticker is valid through Dec. 31, 2020.

HOURS OF OPERATION
o State parks and forests will be open from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily, a change from 6
a.m.to 11 p.m.
e Properties will be closed to the public every Wednesday for maintenance and
upkeep.
« Northern Forests, Flowages, Lower Wisconsin Riverway, and Wild Rivers will be
open 6 a.m. to 11 p.m. seven days a week. Specific properties listed below.

Black River State Forest

Brule River State Forest

Chippewa Flowage

Flambeau River State Forest

Governor Earl Peshtigo River State Forest
Governor Knowles State Forest

Lower Wisconsin State Riverway

Northern Highland-American Legion State Forest
Pike Wild River

Pine-Popple Wild River

Turtle Flambeau Flowage

Willow Flowage
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e Hunting and fishing will be allowed on all open properties in accordance with legal
season structure and hours. Access to some areas may be limited to walk-in or
water access only.

e The following properties will remain closed for the health and safety of the public,
staff, and property integrity:

Gibraltar Rock state natural area

Pewit’s Nest state natural area

Parfrey's Glen state natural area

Dells of The Wisconsin River state natural area
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BOAT LAUNCHES
« DNR boat launches are open at open state properties.
« All anglers and recreational boaters should practice social distancing and keep
travel to a minimum.
« Ifindividuals can lawfully access Wisconsin’s rivers and lakes, they are free to
navigate upon them while engaging in outdoor recreation.

TRAILS
e All linear/rail trails are open to the public, which includes ATV trails.
e The Ice Age Trail remains open.



e An annual state trail pass is required for anyone age 16 or older biking, cross-
country skiing, horseback riding or in-line skating on certain trails. A state trail
pass is NOT required for walking or hiking. The annual trail passes are valid
through Dec. 31 of the year they are issued.

RESTROOMS AND BUILDINGS

e Restrooms at all state properties will be closed. This includes the closure of
restrooms on properties currently open to the public.

« All other facilities will remain closed, including towers, shelters, playgrounds,
nature centers, headquarters, contact stations and concession buildings.

e Attractions where social distancing cannot be achieved will be closed as needed
at various properties.

PRE-DETERMINED SAFETY CAPACITY LIMITATIONS
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o Attimes, many properties will likely reach their pre-determined safety capacity.
When this happens, visitors may be denied entry to the park until existing visitors
leave. Visitors are encouraged to explore other DNR recreation areas or visit
during non-peak hours before 10 a.m. and after 4 p.m.

o State Parks likely to temporarily prohibit additional visitors include:

Copper Falls

Devil’'s Lake
Governor Dodge
Governor Nelson
Harrington Beach
Hartman Creek

High Cliff

Interstate
Kinnickinnic

Kettle Moraine Southern Unit
Lapham Peak
Perrot, Rib Mountain
Roche-a-Cri
Whitefish Dunes
Willow River

CAMPING AND EVENTS
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e Camping, group camps and shelters will remain closed until May 26. Refunds will
be issued to all customers.

« Limited numbers of remote, backpack and boat-in campsites are available on a
first-come first-serve basis. A list of some of the properties offering this type of
camping include:

Brule River State Forest

Crex Meadows State Wildlife Area
Dunnville Wildlife Area

Flambeau River State Forest
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Governor Earl Peshtigo River State Forest
Governor Knowles State Forest

Meadow Valley State Wildlife Area

Tiffany Wildlife Area

Van Loon State Wildlife Are

Willow Flowage

Volunteer activities remain suspended at DNR properties.
All events and special event permits are canceled until May 26.

The public should follow simple steps to prevent illness and avoid exposure to this virus
including:

Avoid social gatherings with people of all ages (including playdates and
sleepovers, parties, large family dinners, visitors in your home, non-essential
workers in your house);

Frequent and thorough hand washing with soap and water;

Covering coughs and sneezes;

Avoiding touching your face; and

Staying home.

This is a rapidly evolving situation and we encourage you and the public to frequently
monitor the DHS website for updates, and to follow @DHSWI on Facebook and Twitter,
or dhs.wi on Instagram. Additional information can be found on the CDC website.

T


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pZvpz01UoDTm65IaVEGI7EVj3IISZ6DQaiFENuAGII8oIKPHvnBxXV9qgskSK_oTZuvJKGrBa8pxCYl8flbEXaBomHrr8GaiLaBz3Hbcfs0bi1BPAN5DL3SrBk1q3mNlPma8fMoSOsrLkSzVhTRolRNOlNvgs-0VHMSVpyL5XWCVa1eH3XhHLpjYWqWwiw-xnO8YUqOZvTFEYd7uwZu3y6whO9NBstvysQr5WLXADKQb6ItX2sq65jrYSsmn-wrSBk0TSuQecklNTDqOPQEZfSwOTzmjqWBxC3eJFCVnQDAMZrX1wA1ttHsW8b3nm0ET365j1U5f2wnG4OdU91f_QZfYhA3UDuFEBRYuwG3rJdZvdTnOI4hQeejW9YgU9blQHw0d5YnfMbnABZuc2v7Yjtnam0SqRdVE-tZiN6rBlcT0CUlygqtAhKvVWkItCtLq3aVBzmDdlMAwtEIdn5a-oZIk98ZW3CTlnnOU1AxqivkiKE1ppPFVy2NpwkYKCqVtIzvOkRzSZx8O70l3_9vrwrSEMNR-0erv7j5e9VDAHgmMjREo3nsTCEdJ82WHjLUGcBwGDZLDneXqUcRmNKS_r3hOBmL5HxwzR9QsfK2WJtkE4vgGEqBqnqZRBf6-UV0Y1pdNDyg392LSHeQEvNaCe7CQ7y1tPK6pWBToSFbaCFnYNrUdMQo3ZctgJxHWYcJKOBHRgRfmpzqQbi4XMpAPdw5beHYIq4om_v-fncE3o6gUf-untIz_q3muO_9o6wb6bgzXkNLtMqC1RBZUoEiFPP0IISaga3-XCUAcD95vKMjPc2bCG0aYpAZyj-CpV0xmPXiC1TO3a5F0ZUbhM3ODYi4ZaJMp9W5eRf7ZDCDBo1u0-nuDbtHxv5g5C4TXY7amfGxxQ63Jbkln38medOSfDXqkquPK2biVVPSjZjhLWec=&c=XqF60YX5V4A13H3aGAYb4153QHav3jEWE5oDyzPasZUyHwGYMPfEhg==&ch=Ixgy2YjKFtKTXAwGMUT5t-4yQrLiNkF5mea9qtiIBjZE7ye0wZiJcQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pZvpz01UoDTm65IaVEGI7EVj3IISZ6DQaiFENuAGII8oIKPHvnBxXV9qgskSK_oT9k4ZHQk-JgK5APplx_hAwN1qb8nQETZPQ8UMd0zFyfzP-SxPxDpLdz7SaamCEGHgsQ7-sK5735RaVkO9IaYeLDRlVU3H3G8pFvgBa2sXRtG-jxDfJnqm8Emk9FXfbjVygLWVU7voceY6Rw6FDyCxSc1e9Uv89892nmy3qXQXjaXPa5yVucrWcEW2Qm2F6s9wc0qDpvvtlH2slhoRCT8r24bo1M22D0OnPd8XnMT912F4HMJLklR5Bl5vq_MzO63vCSfR3Ze7Rzja96RfkQa7iHlm0Ztk4L3CP51XlRCLYMASNwD0rrWWpjHXNegKA4stjClBZ5BIYm8HHKemIn2k19d22vEyi4BMwazM4odTQEI98xESvBvBWinuNOxHpIMkFFZmINeLKTcyQDtRIHE2iYtTMubv5JZmW0mt3oKlQ8UQm_TyohZYTP0VYISE1HANBeeNpE1LZa8l4MqGudiC_PgYYMqTRLYOTDgFf8mY3MjcYc0PID0NBWuqS5L0dtq-RGNxSZhRu6J8lBDfTfvoy5C16QzsaYD5B6TyxfNxfPXnz5w5hxCwTp_0PsRzmbNeOLhYXAQncaxvxKY-twGFpvWOK43CR5HGvJtJQInRpMVqzIHbcY_y6SbdV4N0gOcvHuVE3YvVK8in0CAOQvdul9YG3MffrRnHYCTu4oB2jGj6r6vrIK4205NbGp7bCkQdF-JjF1MlhtDKVlY2CjH75lqeWqDfHIqh5lhoxixKvpx116W7Zh27SwbEbbxUl3DJprgPavCxgLniWx2fu0jLmmpCVBzqEyzJPhpex02h2dXQc3oftqZg8s3Qlj5V5JLQw0oGf3r7Z0U=&c=XqF60YX5V4A13H3aGAYb4153QHav3jEWE5oDyzPasZUyHwGYMPfEhg==&ch=Ixgy2YjKFtKTXAwGMUT5t-4yQrLiNkF5mea9qtiIBjZE7ye0wZiJcQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pZvpz01UoDTm65IaVEGI7EVj3IISZ6DQaiFENuAGII8oIKPHvnBxXV9qgskSK_oTX7xuub45Yc0RED1yxxeF3C3s0lZzAnCkT_27ISXh04ZzR6swvBQMUpW2wg2mOdSOG_UPyJqgSwOl2fRk70_yWsBApPuktVRL0EIs6hGhC82PD1NIefoBbYBhOD_F8om0FHXHtR8_CJ3vKK_8vdOyox3MWbWY4m_Kqe04KKh3QRu12W6vcuPGQRx3sUZutw1gXPM8YUUjX7CeTzFBH1HqVU4-uUTFDYZ1cUMtDWqoSh6Ji0F4rA5AKuKYOlO4fcO2vXGBQyxki6i2xWKThPXaZQ4f5h_Lh4sb9Kz_y4w55HmCR_jEw3u1hH5vAHaXT4ShrDUEsols66afaLgVs8s5L1ELvnwneJ6_U4Ay4b2Y_OFHvoCOk3UHXKAq5Ct_8H4LRQPcTxwwCI9oju6rWRcoD7FrRUI_-o50Si1-fY7iVrOoE808wj1TzW5e_uoFRkdW072W2ZIfD2nCjIjvw2wRNEkJlmeHuGd3-deCxJuz7IpE4IPW4XtclbXPEMVOKiw-oGMsnrDGSCh3b81iUZNRJTaCeEUskTSdqHlRG5cdZhx2Ru5wfsuJCYhDdkN6hlLY5NFYmqhydsAf4taNCfdGUw23nk6qh15mgBoQ_nQRbbx9HnYMGMdxjE1Y_TRn28yLgeDrgsJJFG_10oDQlxs7bea9V_Xm4MVwHUNcEY1ddtI9QV-q9ag8ELfr7Gy7mkgFC9UQUUYVJUxAX9OHTvsoIeA6HOV0JMJjqIJmKQvAT5pLbBoyRjHVEcYLloVGYHlOqujnWulEykLh5iinz9nQBDVUVvsoH6tQMLMQ_yYfkjE05mu05aXoZKfrhP56U5u5&c=XqF60YX5V4A13H3aGAYb4153QHav3jEWE5oDyzPasZUyHwGYMPfEhg==&ch=Ixgy2YjKFtKTXAwGMUT5t-4yQrLiNkF5mea9qtiIBjZE7ye0wZiJcQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pZvpz01UoDTm65IaVEGI7EVj3IISZ6DQaiFENuAGII8oIKPHvnBxXV9qgskSK_oTnUSa2JZtjgyO6xOvHJeUPFFSU493PfOc3oAiGNReLgHsgZfiDwDIqTpngu3SIhfHzp2mhtWS6Mxl-Y9SD8_eYCObSNX9eAy-v1fAk2BBf_pvMiJr8jW48VcjNJbqvvZ2Ze-Y6NwuRlOax1W5fuUxJa2MQGPcJmpLPpguFwQuEAtGnGLzgzSKCCBvb6PG6qNw7VJAgpYFWVN1sgmkRix6gY2hkInJXDf-W0HIUAiIOEfMPKN7NuFRikvs5ozrnBAskhWxFIIAen-75bOem62BEYstQ_YNe7ggFmQ3nRHGyLw_K9bsUZG7dWxjUmuNZUDMYGpmk1ZP63DuN9FZxWE7pBwUbpfZ4dd3ZSZFNp_-fGsHsUVXOzPH6SKptpBhtu-l31_ov9oNbxP4m3qzbWCpSKlI9yfprkJfCp7ghC0yUOTQGqV4jmb4zcuJX4B0uhMUwmUOmTLQk9Elh8N8fCH0Q_cqm_vVSCzEmRaxpT4q3dg0O5z8lSfeNrq-qQWymnfymjXpQTwSlDn8vh6ODCsYI_p4siZfhSAtqNTpxXH6C8YAn131EGxfHPTTMkNv_V7fgoxtLa9Q1Ar9M5e6sHiXvTOXlKPXV-hzF0lQIsKHeyvdpFpVOulC59z7xZCh4dWuh3O55sCyoxUMD4xKj6fXxdCqBYcuSew2Is5f0ic6a7B5GzBoQhwC1jszDEQ_cHVr3Qjxna8pYQYk7X3Gxsdk8GN0jvPwUNAJVzbQgtSN5MwK-rxsZeflTy_l65EEoM4HY6CgrDT5x8hDpVgd8nI66K0_rjMLAoI1ebtxbN0KBxrT_pgFKjyhluvnrj2LF1LllOuCCnsXWdU=&c=XqF60YX5V4A13H3aGAYb4153QHav3jEWE5oDyzPasZUyHwGYMPfEhg==&ch=Ixgy2YjKFtKTXAwGMUT5t-4yQrLiNkF5mea9qtiIBjZE7ye0wZiJcQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pZvpz01UoDTm65IaVEGI7EVj3IISZ6DQaiFENuAGII8oIKPHvnBxXV9qgskSK_oTfP2RoqQSGWRElLdlEuMNdd6_sBlGV6LYiXVT4VuoMNfCRK9MBGgvFFXVINGLPmHHetpHbvxN2pNNyUnnYLj1hK6mTB0_ANywDX-wYYk2BSQ7T7CmIyLjjVbQ6hW9oQaHAglK2KrQDrGnp9ZQmJxDbiOEYsk_H0FbEnKf8PDy90sOSuC4pNJY_EzshblVxgD8TxvmdhiP8cz1BV1xq4TUkBgh24KtIsT7YjNDwJ5WBQ14hoSdstV483Xvwb-idZJfb9V3NQQJfoJkHPFZ6lHtlPQCC41eALK5UfYHVgSwZOw9kr6N_QqSMDY63GTAdoY9paQMq-8GsNoXbE18O6J6IIgFEliZUNFXgHlih-Sl_eRb4Er8ERcdRG4i1Psn3IOefFucQWDGy_48bgHV3J7v8X20alf9sxuUQopjMJ0jFxM9yGTaD9H3-Y6M-Tfgo6hJkuKc4fw6nTTO_8VZe4R4J_tGLmL_EDs9kj0y9ktuBVY2HlOuy9biJUujYB2e1SCGhFxA7SAmOP2nOncnsk4z-TtDGekxpkhq_msds8qWQEKnvfzW0wgNLvgnEYh-JoShtvPY_r82PMFRnQy2qZdI1pGO3IAgJZm9VO0-858udMd72llQBs0xbgLwRIOjrGI4E7ghpjLIppAR3RxIphl3jcBTqYaAZe0yM-tSuyeQ8jSXYUvrWmxHXI64lorqXjcCk4-c0w9B_oOedMPqYIS-VUW9v9PQDViscAN7zVgLWA0XNB0NNDBZgomNWE1yykBDtrFE3vz3CsHNEcoahmEhlTloWcfk_M8OIKJg7A476oMpBb1sy-TqmYYOpJmfnd2heKIOBHRN9IS1mhsTe5A1iaugTmQK_76AWVJEB2saWu8=&c=XqF60YX5V4A13H3aGAYb4153QHav3jEWE5oDyzPasZUyHwGYMPfEhg==&ch=Ixgy2YjKFtKTXAwGMUT5t-4yQrLiNkF5mea9qtiIBjZE7ye0wZiJcQ==

